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Eighty=sixth Anniversary of the 
American Peace Society. 

Meeting of the Board of Directors. 

The semi-annual meeting of the board of directors 
of the American Peace Society was held at the Ealeigh 
Hotel, Washington, D. C, on Friday, May 8, at 10 a. m. 
Senator Theodore E. Burton, the president, presided. 

The reports of the General Secretary and Executive 
Director were approved and ordered forwarded to the 
annual meeting as the report of the directors. 

A committee on resolutions to be submitted to the 
annual meeting was appointed, viz., Dr. G. W. Kirch- 
wey, T. E. White, Prof. L. S. Kowe, Dr. S. T. Dutton, 
and Mrs. Forbes. 

The following motions were passed: 

"That the Board of Directors expresses the hope that the 
Congress to be held at Berne by the Church Peace Union, 
and the International Peace Congress at Vienna, should pro- 
vide a universal Peace Sunday in lieu of the different days 
now observed. 

"That the American National Peace Congress be omitted 
in 1915, provided the International Peace Congress Is held 
in the United States. 

"That the committee already chosen to consider the peace 
celebration in 1915 should co-operate with similar commit- 
tees of other organizations in order to bring to the United 
States in 1915 the International Peace Congress, and that 
this committee in conjunction with such other committees 
should submit the invitation." 

The finances of the society, the subject of varying 
membership fees in the branch societies, and the ques- 
tion of the maintenance by the society of an exhibit and 
headquarters at the Panama-Pacific Exposition in San 
Francisco were all thoroughly discussed, and the final 
decisions left to the executive committee. 

The new representative directors present were: Louis 
P. Lochner, Chicago; Dr. J. J. Hall, Georgia; Prof. 
Leo S. Eowe, Pennsylvania; Mrs. J. Malcolm Forbes, 
Massachusetts. Eighteen members were in attendance. 

Annual Meeting. 

The eighty-sixth annual meeting of the society was 
held at 2 p. m., with President Burton in the chair. 
Dr. James L. Tryon was appointed recording secretary. 
The records of the last annual meeting were read. 

The treasurer's report, together with the report of the 
auditor, was presented, accepted, and ordered placed on 
file. The report showed a balance on hand of $5,852.20. 

The annual report of the board of directors to the 
society, including the reports of the secretary and ex- 
ecutive director to the board, was presented. It was ac- 
cepted, approved, and ordered published in The Advo- 
cate of Peace and in pamphlet form. 

The report of the nominating committee was pre- 
sented by the chairman, Charles Eay Dean. Nine new 
names were added to the list of honorary vice-presi- 
dents: Hon. Charles W. Fairbanks, President George 
E. Vincent, President W. F. Slocum, Charles E. Beals, 
Dr. P. P. Claxton, Dr. Thomas E. Green, Dr. Lyman 
Abbott, President William Lowe Bryan, Everett 0. 
Fisk. The clerk was instructed to cast one ballot for 
all the nominees. The ballot was cast and the nomi- 
nees declared elected. (The list appears in full on 
page 146.) 



The following representatives from branch societies 
spoke of the work being done in their localities : Frank 
F. Williams, of Buffalo; William Gorham Eice, of Al- 
bany; President L. L. Hobbs, of Guilford College, 
N. C. ; Dr. Vernon I' Anson, of Norfolk, Va., and Louis 
P. Lochner, of Chicago. Eesolutions concerning the 
Mexican situation were then presented by the commit- 
tee on resolutions, and an earnest discussion followed, 
which resulted in referring the resolutions back to the 
committee for amendment and modification. 

At 5 p. m. a recess was declared. 

Annual Dinner. 

At 7.30, at the Ealeigh Hotel, occurred the dinner 
of the society, at which Senator Burton presided. A 
letter from President Wilson was read, expressing his 
regret that he could not be present, as he had hoped. 
Addresses were delivered by the Secretary of State, by 
Hon. Eichard Bartholdt, and Hon. Walter L. Hensley, 
while Jackson H. Ealston and Hon. John Sharp Wil- 
liams were called on for remarks. The following reso- 
lutions were then presented by the committee on reso- 
lutions and unanimously adopted: 

Resolutions. 

Armed interference by one nation with the affairs of 
another nation, and especially a weaker one, is only 
justified by the gravest possible causes, making such 
action absolutely imperative for high moral and human- 
itarian reasons. 

When armed interference has taken place, it is equally 
imperative that means be adopted to adjust the causes 
thereof at the earliest possible moment, and to end what 
must in any case be an abnormal and dangerous situa- 
tion. 

The American Peace Society is gratified that through 
the offer of friendly mediation by the three most impor- 
tant South American powers an early adjustment of 
questions pending between the United States and Mex- 
ico seems likely to be reached. 

This offer of mediation marks an epoch in the history 
of international relations on the American continents; 
its success would have a far-reaching effect on that sen- 
timent of common interest among the nations of the 
western world, which is the greatest guarantee of peace. 

We earnestly hope that pending such mediation both 
governments will refrain from any action which might 
be construed as furthering hostile operations, and thus 
endanger the success of the mediation. 

National Peace Council. 

On Saturday morning, May 9, a meeting to discuss 
the functions of the American Peace Society as a Na- 
tional Peace Council was called to order at 10 o'clock. 
President E. D. Warfield, of Lafayette College, was in 
the chair, and Louis P. Lochner was appointed secretary 
of the meeting. 

Dr. S. T. Dutton moved that a committee of five be 
appointed by the chair to prepare and present a plan of 
organization for a National Peace Council. Prof. G. W. 
Kirchwey pointed out that the American Peace Society 
had been reorganized for the express purpose of includ- 
ing representatives of all the peace organizations, and 
there was no need of constructing additional machinery, 
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but rather of co-ordinating and harmonizing what al- 
ready existed. To this end he proposed a substitute 
motion that such a committee be appointed to consider 
how best to organize the National Peace Council. 

Many points were brought out in the discussion of 
the substitute motion, and strongly differing opinions 
were expressed as to whether or not the American Peace 
Society provided the proper machinery through which 
the National Peace Council might be developed. Among 
those who participated in the discussion were Frederick 
Lynch, W. H. Short, President E. D. Warfield, James L. 
Tryon, James J. Hall, Dr. James Brown Scott, and 
Arthur D. Call. 

Several of the speakers felt that a separate organiza- 
tion would be better, and that something like a large 
and representative national council of one hundred 
members should be chosen. In a large and distinct 
body like this it would be easier to secure the co-opera- 
tion of all the peace organizations, as they would feel 
that their individuality and identity would be better 
retained where the constituent groups were not too 
closely linked together or subordinated in any degree to 
another. It was the opinion of these speakers that 
unity of action and mutual understanding could be bet- 
ter secured in this way. 

On the other hand, it was pointed out that the Amer- 
ican Peace Society did actually provide the machinery 
for a council representing the various peace forces, and 
that it had been expanding and developing in that direc- 
tion. A small body of active and interested workers, 
such as the members of its board of directors, could more 
readily decide questions of polity, and could act more 
quickly than a larger and less coherent organization 
which met at infrequent intervals and lacked the unify- 
ing spirit. That there is room for but one directing 
organization was the opinion of these speakers, and 
they emphasized the fact that the American Peace Soci- 
ety contains within itself all the elements needed for a 
National Peace Council, and that the one thing needful 
now is the hearty co-operation of all the peace agencies 
in strengthening and developing it along this line. 

The motion was finally laid on the table, and the 
meeting adjourned to reconvene at some time during 
the Lake Mohonk Conference. 



Address of Hon. William Jennings 
Bryan. 

Ladies and Gentlemen: 

I hardly felt that I had time to come down to your 
meeting this evening, and yet it seemed to me that the 
celebration of the eighty-sixth anniversary of the Peace 
Society was so extraordinary an occasion that I could 
make an extraordinary effort to be here, even if but for 
a few moments, and I shall occupy that time in the pres- 
entation of a single thought. It is not always that one, 
in speaking, can follow a rule of oratory, which I think 
has some sanction, namely, that in a speech you should 
have one theme, that you discuss it, and then stop. 
There are really three rules in that one rule. It is not 
always easy to select a theme; it is sometimes hard to 
discuss it when you have selected it, and it is still more 
difficult to stop. Now, I shall take one theme, consider 
it very briefly, and then stop. Not having had time to 



prepare an address, I shall take a thought that came to 
me this afternoon. The thought was suggested by the 
fact that for eighty-six years people interested in the 
cause of peace have been connected with this society, 
and have kept up its continued existence. Eighty-six 
years is a long while, and if we could ask those who 
organized the society, or its early members, how long it 
would take to bring the world to the acceptance of peace, 
they would not have named so long a period as has 
elapsed. 

I attended a medical college commencement in Chi- 
cago about thirty years ago, and I recall a prayer offered 
on that occasion. I never have been able to learn 
whether the man who offered the prayer appreciated it 
as much as I did or not. He was praying for the young 
physicians about to graduate ; he prayed that the Lord 
would give them ability, sympathy, and industry, etc., 
and, after enumerating all the other virtues that a phy- 
sician would need, he prayed — and I thought with great 
fervor — that the Lord would give them "patience." I 
did not know then, and have never learned since, how he 
spelled the word. But it seems to me that every one 
who is connected with a really great work must realize 
the need of patience. There are certain men who, when 
they discover an abuse, wonder why all do not see it, 
and when they find a remedy that seems to them ade- 
quate, they wonder why all do not accept it. We all 
have had the same experience — that is, we have met peo- 
ple who have devoted many years of their lives to some- 
thing very dear to their hearts; their enthusiasm has 
outrun their accomplishments, and they have become 
discouraged. 

A man once went to a physician with a breaking out 
on his hand, and the doctor gave him some ointment, 
telling him to make an application every day for a 
month, and then return and report progress. At the 
end of the month he went back. The doctor asked him 
how his hand was getting along, and he replied : "Well, 
•Doctor, looking at it from week to week, I sometimes 
think I can see a little improvement, and, looking at it 
at the end of the month, I guess it is better, and, Doctor, 
it may get well, but I am afraid it won't be in my day." 
Now, I think we all may have had something of that 
feeling, and it has somewhat tinged our enthusiasm 
with sadness to think that after all our efforts we may 
not live to see the consummation of our desires. 

It may be appropriate, therefore, to say a word to- 
night about patience; to tell you not to allow yourselves 
to grow weary in well-doing, for the world does move, 
even if it does not move as rapidly in some directions 
as some of us might wish. If any of you who have 
given your hearts to the peace movement feel that it 
moves slowly, just look at the other things which have 
been accomplished, and see how slowly they seemed to 
move. Take, for instance — for to me it is the supreme 
illustration — the moral code of the Man of Galilee; 
you examine it, and you see that it fits into human life 
as no other code of morals does. You find that it 
covers all the phases of human existence; where it at 
first seems strange, upon examination it seems most 
truly true; yet how slowly it has grown! But it does 
grow. The doctrine of love is, after all, the only grow- 
ing doctrine in the world ; it is the only force to which 
there can be no permanent opposition; it is the only 
weapon for which there is no shield. 



